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 NAME 
PORT GIBSON 

-- ------ -- >- - 
AND/OR COMMON 

STREET & NUMBER 
Lee and Ash S t r e e t s  

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN j(I8GRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
For t  Gibson - VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Oklahoma 

COUNTY 
Muskogee 

CODE 
101 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
L ~ l ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~  X ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~  -0CCU PIED 

-BUILDING(S) -PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

--BEING CONSIDERED X Y E S :  UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 
-AGRICULTURE XMUSEUM 
-COMMERCIAL XPARK 
-EDUCAlIONAL .-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -REl.IGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT .-SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -0TH E R . 

NAME Off ice  of Outdoor Recreation and Planning (Mr. Gage Skinner) 
- - . - -- - -- - - -- -- 

STREET & NUMBER 
4020 N .  Lincoln Boulevard, S u i t e  250 

-. ---,- --.- ---- 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Oklahoma Ci ty  - VICINITY OF Oklahoma 73105 

COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, E T t O U n t y  Clerk , Muskogee County 
STREET & NUMBER 

P.O. Box 1008 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

OPP Oklahoma 74401 I 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

H i s t o r i c  Ameri-n Buildings Survey 
DATE 

1934 XFEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL -- -- 
DEPOSI TORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Library of Con-gr--ss/Annex, Division of P r i n t s  and Photographs 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

- Washington, D . C . 



CONDITION 

KEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED 

-GOOD - R U I N S  

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED &ORIGINAL SITE 

&ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

For t  Gibson was e s t ab l i shed  i n  1824. The o r i g i n a l  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  cons is ted  
of a  stockade, square i n  dimension, wi th  one-story l i v i n g  qua r t e r s  on t h r e e  
s i d e s  and a two-story s e c t i o n ,  which housed o f f i c e r s  on t h e  fou r th ,  e a s t  s i d e .  
The fou r  s i d e s  of t h e  f o r t  contained g a l l e r i e s  t e n  f e e t  wide. Two-story 
blockhouses s a t  a t  t h e  no r theas t  and southwest angles  of t h e  f o r t .  On t h e  
lower s t o r y  of each of t hese  blockhouses were placed two s i x  pounder cannons. 
This  stockade has been r e b u i l t .  (Photographs no. 4 and no. 5) .  

Planned t o  accomodate only f i v e  companies, by ,1831, t h e  e n t i r e  Seventh 
1 In fan t ry  was assigned t o  t h a t  s t a t i o n .  It then becape necessary t o  en large  

t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n .  Construct ion was begun i n  1834 on rough bu i ld ings  on t h e  
ou t s ide  of t h e  f o r t .  These f a c i l i t e s  were b u i l t  t o  house t h e  r e c e n t l y  
a r r ived  dragoons who had been explor ing  t h e  Kiowa and Comanche T e r r i t o r i e s .  
It was not  u n t i l  1845, however, t h a t  t h e  importance of Fo'rt Gibson i n  
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  southwestern f r o n t i e r  was recognized and provis ion  made f o r  
t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of new f a c i l i t e s  i n s t i g a t e d .  The s i t e  of t h e  new f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  
was loca ted  some q u a r t e r  mile  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  f o r t  t o  t h e  no r th .  With 
a l l  t hese  e f f o r t s ,  only one bu i ld ing ,  t h e  commissary, was completed b y  1855, 
some t e n  yea r s  l a t e r .  Only two yea r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1857, For t  Gibson was 
abandoned by f e d e r a l  fo rces .  Wwever, by 1863 t h e  f o r t  was again occupied, 
t h i s  t ime by Confederate t roops .  Af t e r  t h e  war, Fo r t  Gibson was again 
garr isoned by a  small  detachment of Federal  t roops .  

The second f o r t  contained t h e  two-story bar racks ,  b u i l t  of yellow 
sandstone, f i v e  sets of o f f i c e r s '  q u a r t e r s ,  of which t h e  commanding o f f i c e r ' s  
q u a r t e r s  had 13  rooms and an English basement; t h e  o the r  q u a r t e r s  were simple 
duplexes of frame wi th  s tone  foundat ions,  t h e  one-story s tone  s torehouse ,  
t h e  s tone  commissary-store and t h e  wooden square-shaped guard house. In  
1871 a new h o s p i t a l  was e rec t ed .  Constructed of p ine ,  i t  cons is ted  of an 
adminis t ra t ion  bu i ld ing  and a ward cons t ruc ted  a s  a  wing on t h e  bu i ld ing ' s  
nor th  s i d e .  

Today, t h e r e  a r e  only two of t h e  major bu i ld ings  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s tone  
f o r t i f i c a t i o n .  S i tua t ed  oh  t h e  no r th  s i d e  of highway is  t h e  two-story s tone  
barracks.  The bar racks  has  a  gabled roof and a porch which runs t h e  length  
of t h e  no r th  e l eva t ion .  The bu i ld ing  is  owned by t h e  Oklahoma H i s t o r i c a l  
Socie ty  and is  not  p re sen t ly  opened t o  t h e  publ ic .  Restored dur ing  t h e  1930's 
t h e  bar racks  is  not  now occupied though comparison wi th  e a r l i e r  photographs 
ind ica t ed  t h a t  e x t e r i o r  modif ica t ion  has  taken p lace .  There i s  a s l i g h t  
d i f f e rence  i n  t h e  appearance of t h e b u i l d i n g .  I n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  cons t ruc t ion  
s t a i r c a s e s  were loca ted  on t h e  e x t e r i o r  of t h e  bui ld ing .  However, i n  t h e  
r econs t ruc t ion  of t h e  bar racks  by t h e  Oklahoma H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty ,  s t a i r w e l l s  
were placed on t h e  i n t e r i o r .  It now appears t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p lan  is  being 
implemented ( see  Photograph no. 1 ). Otherwise t h e  bu i ld ing  appears very much 
a s  i t  d id  when cons t ruc ted .  

(continued) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Establ i shed  i n  1824 by General Matthew Arbuckle, For t  Gibson, during 
t h e  1820's and 1830's was one of t h e  most important m i l i t a r y  p o s t s  on t h e  
southwestern f r o n t i e r .  It was garr isoned by t roops  whose mission was t o  
se rve  t h e  needs of t h e  Indians  who had been removed from t h e  Eas t  and t o  
p r o t e c t  them from t h e  v i o l e n t  P l a i n s  Tr ibes .  It r a p i d l y  became t h e  hub 
of U.S. m i l i t a r y  and admin i s t r a t ive  a c t i v i e s  on t h e  f r o n t i e r .  Here t h e  
army concentrated more t roops  than occupied a l l  o ther  western s t a t i o n s  
combined. Colonel Henry Dodge's expedi t ion  t o  t h e  P l a i n s  Indians used 
For t  Gibson a s  a base  of opera t ions  i n  1834. Returning from t h e  p l a i n s ,  
Dodge broughfa de legat ion  of Indians  wi th  him. A conference a t  Fo r t  
Gibson l e d  t o  t h e  conclusion a t  Camp Mason on 1835 of t r e a t i e s  promising 
t h a t  t r a v e l e r s  on t h e  Santa Fe T r a i l  would not  be molested and guaranteeing 
peace wi th  t h e  Five C i v i l i z e d  Tr ibes .  

Fo r t  Gibson- i s  owned by t h e  S t a t e  of Oklahoma and i s  administered by t h e  
Off ice  of Outdoor Recreat ion and Planning. Located i n  t h e  town of For t  Gibson, 
on i t s  western boundary, Fo r t  Gibson is  open t o  t h e  publ ic  throughout t h e  year .  
There i s  no admission f e e  t o  t h e  park a r e a  o r  t h e  f o r t .  

HISTORY 

For t  Gibson, a United S t a t e s  m i l i t a r y  pos t  named i n  honor of Colonel 
George Gibson, was loca ted  on t h e  l e f t  ( e a s t )  bank of t h e  Neosha o r  Grand 
River ,  approximately 2 112 mi les  from i t s  confluence wi th  t h e  Arkansas. 

On '??&'-2~~f 3W"AprN-;-1.824, two f l a t b o a t s  ascended t h e  Grand River 
manned by young men ~f:,~~., .&.$. Army. A s  they worked t h e  boa t s  up t h e  
r i v e r  they sqanned t&..,yh?&q f o r  a landing p lace .  Near t h e  mouth of t h e  
r i v e r  they*&scovered a Gide 'ledge of she lv ing  rock on t h e  e a s t  bank which 
made a natural+ :b?a.t+> l p d i n g , $  : . ' i 

Upon a r r i v i n g  a t  t h i s  s 4 t e  t h e  t roops  of t h e  7 th  I n f a n t r y  were soon 
engaged i n  c l e a r i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  space i n  which t o  s e t  up t h e i r  camp. Thus 
began t h e  months of l abor  necessary t o  remove t h e  cane v i n e s ,  brush ,  and 
brambles from an a r e a  l a r g e  enough f o r  an army pos t .  

Planned t o  accomodate only f i v e  companies, by 1831, t h e e n t i r e  Seventh 
In fan t ry  was assigned t o  t h a t  s t a t i o n .  It then became necessary t o  en la rge  
t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n .  Construct ion was begun i n  1834 on rough bu i ld ings  on t h e  



Foreman, Grant .  Advancing - the F r o n t i e r  , (Norman, 1933) . 
Hogan, William. Spec i a l  Report on Fort 'Gibson, 'Oklahoma,  (Region Three, Nat iona l  

Park  Se rv i ce ,  Oklahoma C i t y ,  October,  1936. 
Morrison, W.B. M i l i t a r y  -- P o s t s  and Camps i n  Oklahoma, (Oklahoma CI ty ,  1936).  
"The Centennia l  of Fo r t  Gibson," c h r o n i c l e s  - of Oklahoma, VOd. I1 (1924). 

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

42 

U T M  REFERENCES 

~ 1 1  l5 1 121 9,61 5, 0, q 13 ,9 16 ,510, 0, 0) B \ 1 , 5  1 1219151 4, 5, q 13 ,916,413, 0, 01 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

~11 l5 1 1219151 21 5[ Cj 13 ,916~4131010J ~ [ l l l  12I916I21510(  b19I615I0101Q[ 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See con t inua t ion  s h e e t .  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTYBOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

 FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E  / TITLE 

Joseph Sco t t  Mendingham, H i s t o r i a n  
ORGANIZATION DATE 

H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  Survey (202) 523-5464 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

1100 T ,  St ree t .  N.W. 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

W a c h i n o t n n  n C 7n7Xn 
V + 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFF1 CER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATE LOCAL 
1 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 

TITLE 

CFQR NPS USE ONLY 
I HEREBY CERTtW THATTHiS PROP INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

. ! 

DATE & I -- -J 
DATE 



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10- 74) 

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  DLPAKl'Mt:.N'T OF ?'HE. IN7't:KIOK 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

RECEIVED 

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 2 

A c r ~ s s  thg g t r e e t  t o  t h e  sou th  of t h e  ba r r acks  i s  t h e  commissary. 

B u i l t  by eminole ~ n d i a n s  and s l a v e s ,  the-s tone . commis$ary a t  F o r t  Gibson i s  
t h e  o l d e s t s t o n e  m i l i t a r y  b u i l d i n g  now s t and ing  i n  t h e  S t a t e  c: Oklahoma. 
Constructed i n  1845, the commissary i s  a  1 1 1 2  s t o r y  s t o n e  b u i l d i n g  w i th  
gabled roo f .  There i s  one i n t e r i o r  chimney loca t ed  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of 
t h e  b u i l d i n g .  P r e s e n t l y  t h e  windows a r e  boarded up and t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  
locked.  The Commissary appears  i n  s o l d  s t r u c t u r a l  cond i t i on .  

There  a r e  two l e s s e r  s i t e s  a t  t h e  second i n s t a l l a t i o n :  t h e  powder 
magazine and t h e  remains of t h e  bake oven. The powder magazine i s  a 
sma l l  one-story s t o n e  b u i l d i n g  which s i t s  t o  t h e  west of t h e  commissary 
( s ee  Photograph no. 2 ) .  Cons t ruc t ion  was begun on t h i s  bu i ldzng  i n  1842. 
J u s t  west of t h e  powder magazine a r e  t h e  remains of t h e  bake oven b u i l t  
i n  1863, : e v i d e n t l y  by Condederate t r oops .  I nd i an  Ivy  cl imbs t h e  
chimney of t h e  bake oven and s t o n e s  and b r i c k s  a r e  n e a t l y  p laced  t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h e  o u t l i n e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g  ( s e e  Photograph no. 3 ) .  

The Zachary Taylor  House s i t s  a t  t h e  j unc t i on  of Beauregard and 
Lee S t r e e t s  on t h e  n o r t h  end of t h e  F o r t  Gibson p rope r ty .  The Taylor  
House is  a  one-s tory l og  cab in  r a i s e d  on s t o n e  p i l l a r s .  The house has  
two rooms wi th  a  c e n t r a l  breezeway. The porch runs  a c r o s s  t h e  l e n g t h  
of t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  facades .  The house i s  hea ted  by f i r e p l a c e s  
l oca t ed  a t  each end of t h e  b u i l d i n g .  
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o u t s i d e  of t h e  f o r t .  These f a c i l i t i e s  were b u i l t  t o  house t h e  r e c e n t l y  
a r r i v e d  dragoons who had been exp lo r ing  t h e  Kiowa and Comanche T e r r i t o r i e s .  

Most of t h e s e  wood s t r u c t u r e s  belonging t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  
by 1835 were i n  a  bad s t a t e  of decay and t h e  government began t o  move 
n o r t h e a s t  t o  h ighe r  ground and began t o  b u i l d  more permanent s t r u c t u r e s .  
I n  1845, they  completed a  Large ' . .  b u i l d i n g  which was cons t ruc t ed  of 
n a t i v e  s t one .  Th i s  was th'e commissary. The same yea r  work was commenced 
on t h e  ba r r acks .  I n  1846 a l T 0 c o n s t r u c t i o n  on t h e  s t o n e  ba r r acks  ceased 
because t h e  saw m i l l  burned. The ba r r acks  were completed i n  1855 and t h e  
f o r t  remained unchanged u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  i t  was abandoned two l ) r ea r s . l a t e r .  
Fo r t  Gibson was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  Cherokee Nat ion 
on September 9 ,  1857. 

The f o r t  was reoccupied dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War by Fede ra l  f o r c e s  
c o n s i s t i n g  of t h r e e  Cherokee reg iments ,  four  companies of Kansas Cavalry 
and Hopkins Ba t t e ry .  The s t o n e  b u i l d i n g s  were occupied u n t i l  t h e  c l o s e  
of t h e  war under t h e  name Fo r t  Blunt .  On t h e  17 th  of September, 1866, on 
detachment from t h e  F i r s t  B a t a l l i o n ,  1 9 t h  U.S. I n f a n t r y  under t h e  cormnand 
of Major James B e  Mi l l i gan  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  p o r t  and r e l i e v e d  t h e  62nd 
I l l i n o i s  Volunteers ,  which t hen  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  g a r r i s o n .  The p o s t  remained 
ga r r i soned  under t h e  name of Fo r t  Gibson up t o  September 30, 1871, when 
i t  was aga in  d i s so lved  a s  a  m i l i t a r y  p o s t ,  bu t  was temporar i ly  r e t a i n e d  
by t h e  Qua r t e rmas t e r ' s  Department a s  a  depot  f o r  such t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and o t h e r  
means a s  were necessary  t o  enable  paymasters and o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  t o  communicate 
w i th  F o r t  S i l l .  It was occupied i n  J u l y ,  1872, by two companies of t h e  10 th  
Cavalry under t h e  command of General  Benjamin H.  Gr ie rson  and t h e r e a f t e r ,  
remained a s  a  m i l i t a r y  pos t  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  abandoned on September 22, 1890. 

Upon f i n a l  abandonment, t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  aga in  r e v e r t e d  t o  t h e  Cherokee 
Nat ion.  A t  t h a t  t ime t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  contained e i g h t  square  mi l e s .  A l l  t h e  ? 

b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f o r t ,  and t h e  stockaded b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  were 
e s t a b l i s h e d  and cons t ruc t ed  by Colonel Arbuckle,  were no longer  i n  ex i s t ence .  
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A s  i n d i c a t e d  on the p l a t  map of t h e  Oklahema Of f i ce  of Outdoor Recrea t ion  
and planning,  beg in  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Lee S t r e e t  and Ash Avenue 
and proceed i n  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  a long  t h e  west curb of Ash 
Avenue t o  a p o i n t  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i th  t h e  n o r t h  curb of Beauregard 
S t r e e t , ;  thence proceed i n  a s o u t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  a long  t h e  no r the rn  
curb of  Beauregard S t r e e t  t o  t h e  west curb of  Ash Avenue; thence  proceed 
n o r t h e a s t  a long the west  curb t o  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Davis S t r e e t ,  Ash 
Avenue and S t an l ey  Road; thence  northwest  a long  t h e  west  curb of S t an l ey  
Road t o  the n o r t h  curb of I r v i n g  S t r e e t ;  thence proceed e a s t  a long  
t h e  n o r t h  curb of  I r v i n g  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  wes te rn  p rope r ty  l i n e  of LOT 7 ,  
s e c t i o n  19; thence  n o r t h  one h a l f  t h e  d i s t a n c e  of t h e  l o t  l i n e ;  thence 
i n  a n o r t h - a s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n  t o  the p o i n t  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  Hazen 
S t r e e t ;  thence  e a s t  a long  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of Hazen S t r e e t  t h e  d i s t a n c e  of 
l o t  2; t henceno r th  t o  t h e  n o r t h  curb of Hazen S t r e e t :  thence  proceed e a s t  
a long  the n o r t h  curb of Hazen S t r e e t  t o  a p o i n t  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  
Har r i son  Avenue; thence proceed n o r t h  a long  t h e  west curb of Har r i son  
Avenue t o  a p o i n t  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  sou thern  edge of t h e  alleyway 
between F o r t  and Coppincer S t r e e t s ;  thence proceed w e s t  a long  t h e  
s o u t h  edge of s a i d  a l leyway t o  t h e  west curbof S t an l ey  Road; thence 
n o r t h  t o  t h e  o ld  town limits; thence  west  t o  apo in t  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  
w i th  Lee S t r e e t  extended; thence  proceed s o u t h  a long  t h e  e a s t  curb 
of Lee S t r e e t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of o r i g i n .  

P a r c e l  112 The "~ommissary Tract"  

Beginning a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  Har r i son  
and Hazen S t r e e t s ,  proceed northwest  1701 ,  more o r  less, t o  a p o i n t ;  
thence  e a s t  100',more o r  less, t o  a p o i n t ;  thence s o u t h e a s t l 7 0 ' ,  more 
o r  less, t o  t h e  no r the rn  curb of Hazen S t r e e t ;  thence west  a long  s a i d  
curb t o  the p o i n t  of o r i g i n .  



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74) 

UNITEL) S T A T E S  D E P A K I ' M E N T  OF I-Hk IN-1'k:KIOK 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

REGEIVEb. 

DATE ENTERED 

CONTI NUATION SHEET I T E M  N U M B E R  10  PAGE 2 

P a r c e l  i,, 3 "Boat Landing" T rac t  

Beginning a t  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c6rner  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Lee and 
Coppincer S t r e e t s ,  proceed s o u t h  a long  t h e  wes te rn  curb of Lee 
S t r e e t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  curb of t h e  Freeway; thence w e s t  a long  s a i d  
curb 170'  , more o r  less, t o  a p o i n t ;  thencenor theas t  t o  t h e  
no r thcu rb  of Jackson S t r e e t ;  thence  west  a long  s a i d  cu rb to  t h e  e a s t  
bank of t h e  Grand River ;  thence  n o r t h  a long  s a i d  bank t o  t h e  s o u t h  
curb of Coppincer S t r e e t ;  thence no r theas t a long  s a i d  curb t o  t h e  
p o i n t  of o r i g i n .  


